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Newsletter #180: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! The Fall auctions are starting to gear up and the numismatic 
community, particularly in Europe, are finishing up their holidays and getting ready to 
have live auctions. In last week's newsletter, I mentioned the CNG 118 and Paul-Francis 
Jacquier sales. This week I’d like to preview the upcoming Kunker and Roma auctions. 
There is a lot of exciting material being offered. 


Reminder of the dates: 


CNG 118 is going to take place on September 13-14 in Lancaster, PA. I will be viewing the 
auction starting on September 11 and attend the auction, bidding live on the floor. 


Paul-Francis Jacquier Auction 49 will take place on September 17-18. I will be 
participating in this auction via phone for all interested. 


More upcoming auction information: 


Kunker Auction 351-354 (25 Sept - 1 October) (50 years in business) 


While Kunker always has an entire week of auctions when they conduct live sales, 
typically only the first or second catalog encompasses the area of ancient coins. Auction 
351 is 647 lots and has two named collections: die Sammlung eines Ingenieurs (An 
Engineer’s Collection) and die Sammlung eines Kosmopoliten (A Cosmopolitan’s 
Collection). While the name of the “the Engineer” is unknown, Kunker does a nice job at 
the beginning of the catalog of explaining how our collector got started. Due to an 
illness he is selling his collection. The second collection is referenced throughout the 
catalog but there is no introduction for it. There are 40 lots of Celtic coins at the 
beginning of the catalog. The Greek section has 197 and Roman 358 lots consecutively. 
Finally the last part is mainly Byzantine with 60 lots. There are some notable highlights 
of the auction. For example, lot 34, in the Celtic section is a pristine example but 
unfortunately was just in auction in 2020. Obviously the collector continued to buy up 
until recently. There are several nice Greek examples with good pedigrees going back to 
the 1920’s and earlier. Examples include lots 68, 69, 80, 83, 86 and 90 to name just a 
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reference “DE IVDAEIS”. This historical revolt resulted in the destruction of the First 
Temple and the building of the Colosseum by the Flavians with the war booty. Lot 340 is 
another rare aureus which shows the deified Titus and his daughter Julia Titi on the 
reverse. As with many of the Romans, the Flavians were not without scandal. Legend 
has it that Domitian, Titus’ brother and uncle to Julia Titi, was smitten with his niece, 
eventually bedding her; she became pregnant. She died from the abortion of the child in 
88 BC. However, this could all be just a vicious rumor that was circulated by enemies of 
the Flavians. 


I will be actively participating in this auction by phone so please get in touch if you need 
representation. 


Roma XXII (7-8 October ) 


Roma will have their 22nd auction on October 7-8 but unlike most years this one will 
again be a virtual floor auction due to Covid. Do not worry however, as the caliber of the 
coins is still very high. There are 1,075 lots of Greek, Roman, Byzantine and world coins. 
The cover coin and first part of the catalog is dedicated to an often elusive area of 
numismatics, the coinage of Axum. The Aksumites were a group of people living in 
northern Africa in the areas of Ethiopia, Sudan and Yemen. Axum is famous as the place 
where the Ark of the Covenant was finally placed and also the home to the Queen of 
Sheba. Regardless of known myths, the Kingdom of Axum was a reality and the coinage 
has not been regularly offered in large numbers. This collection of 114 lots is the most 
that I have seen in a long time. I applaud Roma for putting lot 5 (King Aphilas) on the 
cover as the estimate is a mere 900 GBP. Normally the more expensive coins grace a 
catalog. In this case we can Safely say that the irregularity of Axum issues has prompted 
the cover choice. 


A few coins that I find fascinating in this auction are lot 123, ahexadrachm from the 
Boii, a Gallic tribe. The imagery on these coins are provocative and beautiful. This issue 
has a male bust (which looks distinctly female with the long ponytail) and a harpy on 
the reverse. The art is more modern looking, making the type all the more interesting. 
Lot 129 isa common type from Etruria but is in extraordinary condition. Lot 172 is a rare 
bronze coin from Melita with an image of Eshmun, the Phoenician god of healing. While 
the coin is not of high value, the imagery is not often seen on coinage. Lot 194 isa 
fractional coin but a wonderful, high relief issue of Tauromenion (modern day 
Taormina). Lot 223 is an interesting coin from Phaistos that has a pedigree back to the 
1970’s. There is a nice selection of silver tetradrachm from the Macedonian Kings as 
well as a vast section on electrum. 


The Roman section is very complete with most emperors represented. It is filled with 
high quality, sharply struck aurei, denari and bronze coinage. Lot 643 is a fascinating 
fourée of Sextus Pompey. The reverse type shows ships preparing for battle. Lot 656 is 
the ever-popular AEGYPTO CAPTA Augutus type with a crocodile on the reverse. 


All Roma coins will be viewed in hand and I will be available for phone bidding for this 
auction. 


My next newsletter will discuss the upcoming Gorny & Mosch auction which I will 
attend in person in Germany. 


Coin of the Week 


GERMANY, Halberstadt (Bistum). Ulrich I von Reinstein. 1149-1160 AD 
AR Bracteate, 0.90g (31mm). +STEPHANVS OWDALDICVS EPC, bishop kneeling right, 
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Pedigree: From the Dr. William J. Conte Collection of Bracteates. Ex Dr. Helmut Hahn 
Collection (Kiinker 301, 1 February 2018), lot 521; Estate of Dr. Busso Peus (“Sammlung A,” 
Part I, Peus 317, 6 May 1987), lot 227; Friedensburg Collection (Cahn 52, 27 October 1924), 
lot 943. 


References: Kestner 1268; Bonhoff 456; Lobbecke 15. 
Grade: Wonderful cabinet toning, minor edge loss. EF. Very rare. 
Price: $3,750 


wc1080 





Buy Coin 


Bracteates are interesting coins in that they are paper thin silver, hammered with crude 
imagery. They were also called “hollowed pennies” and used as a regional currency in 
German speaking areas. Bracteates were regularly called back (about once or twice a 
year) in order to renew the coins. This meant that a tax of sorts in the form of keeping 
one bracteate happened. If one brought back four bracteate then they would receive 
three news ones in return. This system helped to stimulate the economy but also caused 
a huge disruption to business dealings. The end result was the creation of an “eternal 
penny” in around 1413. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/germany-halberstadt-bistum-ulrich-i-von- 
reinstein-1149-1160-ad?rq=wc1080 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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